vineyard Valley Homeowners Association, Inc.
21 Del Rio Courl
St. Helena, California 94574

September 12, 2003

Myke Praul

City of St. Helena
Director of Public Works
1480 Main Street

St. Helena, CA94574

Subject: Laura Jane Musser Fund Grant Application

Dear Mr. Praul:

The members of the Vineyard Valley Home Owners Association would like to offer our
strong support of the consensus-based approach the City is taking to further develop the
Program Elements of the Draft Environmental Impact Report which will provide flood
protection and a river restoration plan that is acceptable to the entire community. We are
likewise in support of the City effort to gain grant funds to cover the costs of conducting
the extensive technical review, outreach and organizational activities that it requires.

The Vineyard Valley Home Owners Association consists of 296 people. We are a 55+
active adult community. Some of our residents are retired but many of them continue to
work either full time or part time. We are active members of the St. Helena community
and volunteer in many areas throughout Napa County including museums, St. Helena
Hospital, Hospice of the Napa Valley, Napa County Park system, St. Helena Historical
Society and other charitable organizations. Our homes are in the price range that
provides affordable housing for adults over 55 years of age and this contributes to the
much-needed work force housing in St. Helena. We have been active participants in
the process of developing a flood protection and river restoration project since the
beginning of this project in St. Helena.



VVHA intends to continue its participation in the cooperative process the City has
initiated. We believe firmly that it will result in a feasible flood protection and river
enhancement project that will bring major economic, social, and environmental benefits
to our community.

Yours truly,

@y
Buchholz, President Vineyard Valley Homeowners Association

Vineyard Valley Flood Control Committee
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Pat Dell Joan Buchholz
Grace Kistner Joanne Otteson






of Terraces A and B are not scheduled until the year 2005. Will the clearing planned
during 2004 be sufficient to start the construction of Terraces A and B?

In chapter 3, pages 3-136/137 it refers to trucks with aggregate material being routed
through Vineyard Valley. It the levee is already built with a road as far as Paseo Grande
why would it be necessary for trucks to be routed through Vineyard Valley?

Since this project is scheduled to be completed over a three-to-four year time frame, we
ask that the project manager be instructed to, whenever possible, order phases of the
project to expedite measures that will provide early and maximum flood protection in the
first year. We are also requesting that you have MBK engineering model the benefit of
removing the “point™ next year before the entire Terrace B is completed. There are five
available spaces currently and it is possible that there will be more in that area by next
summer. This would allow you to begin looking for artifacts that might affect the
cultural aspect of the environmental impact sooner than later.

Appendix O: This has not been changed since the earlier DEIR. Is it desirable that the
appendix be up to date? There are no inflation factors built into this analysis of costs and
by the time the relocation takes place there will surely be inflation of the costs of labor,
materials and homes. We also mentioned in our comments upon review of the earlier
DEIR that the illustration labeled “Homes and Sites Affected by Enhanced Minimum
Plan” is totally confusing and would also appear to be inaccurate if one could understand
it.

Conclusion: In conclusion we would like to make some general comments. Pat Dell
made these comments in her verbal presentation to the Planning Commission on August
19, 2003 but we think they bear repeating.

First we would like to comment and take exception to the language in a few places in this
document. We are sure that some well-intentioned person decided to characterize all of
the residents of Vineyard Valley as elderly. This is not only inaccurate but also
politically incorrect. Please refer to us as a 55+ active adult community because that is
what we are. During the past year the demographics have changed as new people have
purchased homes. A large percentage of these people work part or full time. This is part
of the work force housing about which you, The City are concerned.

Secondly in chapter 5, pages 5-46 there is reference to the Adams Street extension
providing health care access to the residents of VVMHP and Hunt’s Grove only. This is
also inaccurate. The project is indeed for all of St. Helena and also for access to the St.
Helena Hospital during flooding for the people who live in Calistoga. This concept needs
to be emphasized. The language mentioned above only perpetuates the idea that the
flood protection project is being done for only a few people.

In this vein the Executive Summary ES-31, ES1.10 states “Additionally, without a flood
protection project, the FEMA 100-0Oyear floodplain for the City of St. Helena will be
expanded, requiring homes and properties to obtain FEMA flood insurance”. We feel



this information should be disseminated to the approximately 200 homeowners who
could be affected as quickly as possible.

We look forward to continuing to work with you during all the phases of this Flood
Protection and River Restoration project.

VINEYARD VALLEY FLOOD CONTROL COMMITTEE
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